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and to which the editor takes frequent exception; it seems obviously 
written for the lay reader and will be better used for reference than 
for consecutive reading. Of particular interest are the chapters on 
"Citizen Co-operation with Government through the Community 
Center" by John Collier, on "The Control of the Expert" by Pro- 
fessor Beard, and on "Present Use of Experts in Municipal Adminis- 
tration" by Willits Pollock. The last-mentioned chapter includes 
charts showing American, British and Prussian types of municipal 
organization. An appendix contains "city manager mortality data." 
Much of the information which is found in the book will be out of date 
in a short time, while a few of the chapters have been reprinted from 
other publications. There is a sufficient index, and the book is well 
printed. 

Alice Holden. 
Wellesley College. 

The Little Town, Especially in its Rural Relationships. By 
Haklan Paul Douglass. (New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany. Pp. ix, 258.) 

The cardinal sin of books that profess a frankly "inspirational" 
purpose in the treatment of social or political subjects is looseness of 
thinking, both in the gathering and the interpretation of facts. This 
sin has been very largely avoided by Mr. Douglass, in the present 
volume, and the result is a book of unusual interest and worth. 

Addressed to the "little town mind," the book describes the present 
condition and future possibilities of the little town in language that will 
gain sympathetic attention. From intimate first-hand knowledge of 
what he discusses, and with the background of careful study of the 
literature of his subject, the author takes up such topics as "The 
Town's Relationships and Prospects," "The Town's People," "The 
Town's Tools," and "The Town's Program." The most salient char- 
acteristic of his style is its persuasiveness, and because the book is so 
obviously written by one who knows and cares about the little town, 
its honest criticisms and clear-sighted suggestions ought to find cor- 
dial welcome among little-townsmen. Several copies of this volume 
should be in every small-town library, and where there is no library, 
in the hands of the more public-spirited citizens. 

For the student of American institutions, this volume is of signifi- 
cance for two reasons: First, because it is a contribution to the more 
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exact and discriminating classification of social and political units- 
The little town cannot be discussed from the point of view of either 
municipal or rural problems — it is a distinct phenomenon. And sec- 
ondly, because the author has set a conspicuously good example in his 
recognition of the importance of psychology in the study of social and 
community questions. The chapter on "The Town's People" would 
delight the heart of Graham Wallas. Such studies as this, whether 
one can agree with all of its conclusions or not, are among the most 
hopeful signs of the times. 

Frederick M. Eliot. 
St. Paul, Minn. 

The Royal Government in Virginia. By Percy Scott Flippin, 
Ph.D., Associate Professor of History in Hamilton College. 
(New York: Columbia University, Longmans, Green and 
Company, Agents; London: P. S. King and Sons, Ltd. Pp. 
393.) 

This study is Number 1 of Volume LXXXIV (Whole Number 
194) of "Studies in History, Economics and Public Law," edited by the 
faculty of political science of Columbia University. The title, although 
not critically suggestive of the contents, is sufficiently so to justify its 
use. In eight chapters entitled "English Background," "The Gov- 
ernor," "The Council," "The House of Burgesses," "The Land System 
and its Officials," "The Financial System and Administration," "The 
Judicial System and Administration," and "The System of Defence," 
we are given a very interesting account of the official organization of 
Virginia, both as relates to England and to the Colony. In truth, 
much of the ground of the work has never been traversed before, and 
Dr. Flippin has shown much industry in consulting all the authorities 
available in print or manuscript in this country. 

Dr. Flippin's work has the merit of originality and differs from all 
others relating to Virginia government in two respects: First, in com- 
pass of time he covers a much longer period (1624-1776) than any other 
writer. Dr. Bruce, a recognized authority in economics and social 
studies, has confined himself exclusively to the seventeenth century. 
Secondly, a wealth of information from the British point of view is 
rendered for the first time accessible to those interested in Virginia 
history. 



